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Alcohol Holds Less Appeal for Incoming 
[INSTITUTION NAME] Students 
National data shows increase in the percentage of non-drinkers entering college
MONTH DAY, 2010 – CITY, STATE – Each fall, incoming first-year students at [Institution] face a number of pressing transitional issues, including the decision of whether or not to drink, and the role that alcohol will play in their college lives. However, emerging data indicates that an increasing number of students are choosing to refrain from alcohol use and are seeking activities where alcohol is not the central focus.
The Monitoring the Future survey, a long-term study on drug and alcohol use in the US funded by the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA), found drinking among 12th graders has decreased steadily every year from 1998 to 2008 – dropping by 13.2%. And in the last decade, the abstention rate among high school students has continually increased, from 49% in 1999 to 57% in 2009. Similar trends can be seen among incoming college freshman, as evidenced by national aggregate data from AlcoholEdu® for College, the online prevention program used by 36% of first-year students at America’s four-year higher education institutions, including [Institution]. 
“More and more students are coming to campus as non-drinkers,” said Brandon Busteed, Founder and CEO of Outside The Classroom, the creator of AlcoholEdu. “This is an incredibly positive trend and a real opportunity for us to engage these students and harness the power of the ‘responsible majority.’  The colleges and universities that actively embrace this trend will have a distinct competitive advantage in getting the best, most engaged students.”
Data gathered from AlcoholEdu in [2009 or 2010] showed that [X%] of first-year students at [Institution] are interested in planning events that do not focus alcohol, and another [X%] are interested in attending such events. The top-ranked events and activities included [Bowling, pool tournaments, fitness classes, movie nights, Dance Dance Revolution, live music, student talent shows, Wii tournaments, karaoke night, etc.]. These findings have already begun to inform programming decisions for the upcoming academic year. [Provide example, if applicable].
Also noteworthy is the rise in student activism on the [Institution] campus. Of the [# of first-year students] first-year students who completed AlcoholEdu last year, more than [# that opted in] opted to participate in social climate and policy initiatives on campus, such as the revision of the University’s alcohol policies. [Example quote: “The sense of commitment and purpose is palpable among students at [Institution], said [Practitioner] at [Institution]. “I see constant activity around campus as students work on service projects, advocacy campaigns, and community-based research.”]
While these trends are promising, the fact remains that alcohol abuse is still a significant problem among college students. [Institution] is taking proactive steps to address this issue by once again [asking/requiring] all first-year students to complete AlcoholEdu [prior to their arrival on campus] this fall. The program’s personalized approach meets students where they are based on their personal drinking choices. “Drinking in moderation or abstaining should both be equally acceptable options for adults, and we have a responsibility to prepare students for either choice,” said [Practitioner]. “The stakes are too high to do otherwise.”
With several published studies and randomized control trials documenting its efficacy, AlcoholEdu has been a critical building block for addressing the epidemic of high-risk drinking on America's college campuses. In an upcoming issue of the Journal of Health Communication, independent researchers present findings in which Villanova University students who completed AlcoholEdu reported a greater reduction in alcohol use in one sitting, were less likely to expect positive outcomes from drinking, were less likely to make poor decisions as a result of alcohol use, and were less accepting of others’ alcohol use behaviors compared to students in a control group.
In additional to AlcoholEdu, [INSTITUTION’S NAME] has implemented [COMPLETE PARAGRAPH WITH EXAMPLES OF OTHER PREVENTION PROGRAMS OR STUDENT ENGAGEMENT PROGRAMS ON CAMPUS].
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